Exploration Group trip to Persimmon Farm at Hsinchu
Wednesday, Nov 21, 2018

Persimmons are an ancient Chinese fruit, thought to be thousands of years old. They
are an autumn fruit that are rich in beta-carotene and potassium and some moderate
amounts of calcium. Persimmons are particularly popular around Chinese New Year,
when fresh dried persimmon are eaten frequently. Now popular in Japan and Korea,
they are grown in Italy, France and other Mediterranean countries.

We will visit the popular persimmon farm, Wei Wei Jia. This large farm has acres of
Persimmons which are harvested in October and November. The fruit is dried in the
courtyard of the old farm house, then processed in the small workshop. Fruit in the
trees and drying in the sun are beautiful to see, and once processed are delicious to
eat.

Our tour will begin at the 9:15 at DunHua South Road and Zhongxiao East Road in
front of the ShunChen Bakery, we suggest you plan to arrive early as we will depart
promptly at 9:30 for our one hour trip to Wei Wei Jia. Spend time walking in the or-
chards, and learning how the persimmons are processed. We will try our hand at drying
persimmons and have plenty of time for photographs.

Our lunch will be at a popular restaurant dating to 1959. The restaurant has long been
popular with politicians and dignitaries to the area. Photos of Chiang Ching Guo to
Tsai Ying Wen are on the restaurant wall. A preselected set menu has been chosen
which features local Hakka Chicken in a distinctive orange sauce.

Please note that our bus will park on the road and we will walk ten minutes to the farm.
Most of this walk is flat, but there is a small incline as well, so please remember your
walking stick, and comfortable shoes. After lunch we will return to Taipei, aiming to ar-
rive between 3 and 3:30.

The cost for the bus, tour, DIY and lunch is NT$1000. Please have this ready at the
meeting point. Our tour is limited to the 40 people that can fit on the bus, so sign up
early to avoid disappointment.

Regards,
Olivia, Carol and Alison
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